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Our Motto:  “The longest journeys start with the FIRST step.” 

OLATHE NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 

sists of the small but growing 

group of girls on our team 

who design posters, buttons, 

t-shirts and safety glasses 

while still performing their 

main responsibilities on the 

team. 

 The Olathe schools 

career fair is coming up, in 

which we have the opportu-

nity to affect 1700 junior 

high students by presenting 

our past accomplishments as 

a FIRST Robotics team. With 

the expansion of our High 

school, Team 1710 will have 

more members than ever 

before. An astonishing forty-

member team this year, will 

prove to be most helpful as 

we attempt to complete 

more than we have ever 

done in the past. 

-Nathan Ruzzin 

 Team 1710 is exited 

to start its sixth year of FIRST 

Robotics. This past year, the 

Olathe school district has 

expanded its high schools to 

include freshmen, who had 

previously attended the jun-

ior high schools. Our Team 

has eagerly welcomed these 

new students and team 

members.  

  This year is looking 

to be another great year of 

robotics.  Already, we have 

held a mini VEX Challenge at 

Clearwater Creek Elementary 

School. We brought a few of 

our VEX robots and fields to 

the 75 second graders. Their 

game was simple: whoever 

moved the most foam balls 

to the other end of the field 

won. With three fields, 6 

robots, and countless batter-

ies, the students went one-

on-one to see who could 

best control the robots. The 

two highest-scoring students 

from each field then com-

peted for the championship. 

They were having so much 

fun, even a teacher played a 

game! At the end of the day, 

we packed up, said our good-

byes, and left the students 

with a bag of candy for their 

effort and dreams about 

their futures in robotics and 

engineering. 

Our communication 

has further increased from 

mass text messages to the 

online networking site, Ed-

modo.com. Used by teachers 

in the past to alert students 

about homework assign-

ments and other notes, Ed-

modo has already proven 

useful to Team 1710. With it, 

we have been able to contact 

the entire team with ease 

and efficiency. 

From last year, our 

You Go Girl program contin-

ues. This program is our 

team’s way of supporting 

women in engineering and 

encouraging them to pursue 

a future in some form of en-

gineering. Our program con-

“IF AT FIRST YOU DON’T SUCCEED, YOU HAVE SIX WEEKS TO GET IT RIGHT.” 
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New Team 

Swerve 

Cow Town 

Throw Down 

Pancake 

Breakfast 

“I feel like I have been welcomed by the peo-

ple here” Says Jack Moormeier (above left) 

The Electrical Team is hard at work drawing schematics.  
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 This year our ro-
bot won’t be limited to 
simple forward and back-
ward motion; 
rather, we are 
going to have 
omni-directional 
capabilities, 
meaning we’ll be 
able to move in 
any direction we 
want. With our 
student designed 
swerve modules, 
our team will 
have a possible 
model for this year’s com-
petition. Swerve allows for 
the wheels to rotate 360 
degrees, which gives the 
robot the ability to travel 
in any direction at any 
given time without chang-
ing the way that the robot 
was facing. Although this 
has been an on-going pro-
ject, the finish line is fast 
approaching, as we are in 
the process of modifying 

and attaching the swerve 
modules to a practice 
chassis. 

 Throughout this 
process, our team has 
learned not only about 
mechanical tolerances, 
but also about the manu-
facturing process. With 
the recent addition of a 
metal shop to our Aero-
space & Engineering wing, 
we have even more capa-
bilities. This metal shop 
has already been taken 
advantage of; we have 

used our programmable 
mill to modify our drive 
sprockets so that they fit 

correctly. We 
have also 
made use of 
the new lathe 
to turn down 
multiple parts 
on our swerve 
unit. In hind-
sight, we 
found many 
tolerance er-
rors that have 
been over-

looked, and took steps to 
correct these problems. 

 With a change 
over in team members, 
the importance of com-
munication has become 
prevalent. Now that we 
fully understand the new 
swerve system, all me-
chanical members from 
freshmen to seniors are 
learning the in’s and out’s 
of our new drive system. 
In the upcoming season, 
modifications to swerve 
are sure to arise, generat-
ing the best performance 
possible. Team 1710 looks 
forward to the advantage 
swerve will provide this 
year and in the years to 
come. 

-Joe Stack 

“With the 

recent addi-

tion of a 

metal shop 

to our Aero-

space & En-

g i n e e r i n g 

wing, we 

have even 

more capa-

bilities.” 



Presented by 
Team 1730, Team 
Driven, this year’s up-
coming Cow Town 
Throw Down at the 
Cerner Corporation has 
been quite the antici-
pated event for Team 
1710.  On Saturday No-
vember 6, we will kick 
off another great year of 
FIRST Robotics with the 
other FIRST Robotics 
teams from the Kansas 
City area, competing in, 
of course, last year’s 
competition using last 
year’s robots.   

 Team 1730 cre-
ated Cow Town Throw 
Down just a few years 
ago as an opportunity to 
introduce new FIRST 
Robotics team members 
to the competition that 
awaits them later this 
season.  Every Fall, 
Team 1730 hosts this 
mini-competition, which 
has been quite the ac-
complishment for a six-
year-old team.  

Not unlike our 
own team, Team 1730 
was introduced five 
years ago. With a 
teacher, a handful of 

seats, the anticipation 
boiling inside our skin.  
Though we are restless, 
Team 1710 has every 
intention to wait the 
good wait so that we 
can show off our pro-
gress during the off-
time to the other teams 
attending the mini-
competition. 

 This year, the 
Cow Town Throw 
Down’s schedule is the 
following: 

7:00-8:00am—Team 
Registration and Final 
Inspections 

8:00am—Coach’s Meet-
ing and Driver’s meeting 

8:30am—Opening Cere-
mony 

8:45am—Qualifying 
Rounds Begin 

1:00pm—Elimination 
Rounds Begin and Con-
tinue into Final Rounds 

5:00;m—Estimated End 
of Competition 

-Tyler Howard 

students, and a com-
mon interest, the team 
began and has accom-
plished so much since 
their commencement.  

Of their many accom-
plishments, Cow Town 
Throw Down is, un-
doubtedly, one of their 
most distinguishing fea-
tures. 

Now, we, Team 
1710, have been invited 
to this competition 
nearly every Cow Town 
Throw Down that Team 
1730 has hosted.  Al-
though we have not had 
the opportunity to act 
on this invitation every 
single year, we are sit-
ting on the edge of our 
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As one of our more successful fundraisers 

in the past years, the Ravonics Revolution 

plans to hold a pancake breakfast at the 

Applebee’s next to the Great Plains Mall. 

This is a great fundraiser and team-builder. 

By getting the team to Applebee’s early in 

the morning and having fun while serving 

those that attend, we spread the word of 

FIRST Robotics and 

have a great time simultaneously. As servers, the team 

members bring out plate after plate of pancakes and 

are able to talk about FIRST to anyone who wants to 

hear. This was a very successful fundraiser for our team 

last year and we would like to continue using this as 

one of our fundraisers for many years to come, so come 

out, support our team, have a great time and be in-

spired to be the FIRST to do something awesome. 

-Justin Zeiler 
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Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Rippe 
Howard Family 

Mr. & Mrs.  Parfet       
Craig Miller                                      

Palsinelli Shughart         
Susanna M. Ball 

Tom & Margret Hall 
Anonymous  

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

http://www.husqvarna.com/us/
http://www.ibtinc.com/
http://www.honeywell.com/
http://www.batteriesplus.com/
http://www.garmin.com/
http://www.macequipment.com/
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Mr. Darren Worcester 

Co-Head Coach 

dworcesteronw@olatheschools.com 

(913) 780-7150 ext. 1717 

 

Mr. Matt Peterie 

Co-Head Coach 

mpeterieonw@olatheschools.com 

(913) 780-7150 ext. 1742 

Mrs. Sue Rippe 

 Assistant Coach 

srippeonw@olatheschools.com 

(913) 780-7150 ext. 2125 

To Contact Us 

This Newspaper was Designed & Edited By: 

Justin Zeiler, Nathan Ruzzin & Spencer  Zeiler 

Find us on the Web at : 

www.ravonics.net 

Olathe Northwest High School 

21300 College Boulevard 

Olathe, KS 66061 

www.onwravens.net 

(913) 780-7150 
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